
Ngumbe Secondary Dormitories 

 

Before and after 

 

In 2014 Classrooms for Malawi (CfM) (with funding from Bearsden Academy), renovated one girls’ and 

one boys’ hostel. We also provided beds, mattresses and a water tank. Licksen Mchepa (the then Boarding 

Master) commented: “This is the first time that Ngumbe Secondary has ever had beds.” In 2019 two more 

girls’ dormitories were renovated.  New beds and mattresses followed in 2021.  

Three years later (2024), the Renfrewshire Council Malawi Team (in conjunction with Kanzimilo Building 

Contractors and CfM) renovated a further boys’ dormitory. Money raised from the Afternoon Tea and 

from several personal donations paid for 30 bunk beds and 60 mattresses. The hall-like dormitory 

became 5 separate rooms, providing privacy  as well as electricity in each room. 

 

When Classrooms for Malawi sought 

feedback from the boys they said “In the 

past the dormitory was very dirty as 

were our bedding and clothes. We had a 

few mattresses  which some  of us had 

brought from home and they had to lie 

on the dented floor, which made it very 

difficult to sweep and mop. We were 

sharing mattresses that our friends had 

brought because some of us could not 

afford one. Many of us were getting 

colds and viruses because of the living 

conditions, especially during the rainy 

season.” 

The boys added, “In the past there was no privacy among us because the dormitory was just one big hall 

and there were a lot of disturbances by late sleepers. Our items were also very insecure.  In addition, we 

had challenges with the cotton cloth covered mattresses. They were attracting lots of fleas -  unlike the 

rexine covered ones that Classrooms for Malawi has bought for us. We now feel extremely comfortable 

and motivated.”  



They continued, “The bare electrical wires made us feel very unsafe. When it rained, we experienced 

blackouts because the water from the leaking roof caused short circuits. During the rainy season, we 

could have lots of water on the floor because of roof leakages and because the door could not close 

properly. We also had lots of crawling animals and insects in our dormitory.” 

 “Even although the dormitory was one big hall we only had two light bulbs which made it very dark. 

Now, each room has its own light bulb and it’s very bright. Most of the window panes were broken and 

were letting in mosquitoes; as a result, we were frequently suffering from Malaria. Now that all the 

window panes have been replaced, all that is history now.” 

 

Rose Matifalo, Form 4 said, “Before we had the new 

dormitory, I slept on a mattress on the floor because 

the school didn’t have enough beds. Our bedding 

quickly became dirty. During the rainy season some 

water would be flowing on the floor and would soak our 

bedding. The provision of bunk beds and mattresses 

from Classrooms for Malawi has made our life more 

comfortable and we can now focus more on our 

studies.”  

 

 

 

Grace Makunda: Form 4 commented, “I have seen a lot 

of positive changes since we received the new beds and 

mattresses from Classrooms for Malawi. The mattresses 

that the school had were inadequate and some were 

worn out. Consequently, we were scrambling for the 

better ones all the time as some were not comfortable 

to sleep on. In addition, some had worn out covers or 

had no covers at all. This was resulting in the 

transmission of skin diseases. The ones provided by CfM 

are safer. The better dormitory environment makes us 

learn better and I hope I will achieve my aspiration of 

becoming a lawyer.”  

 

 Can You Help? 

3 further dormitories have yet to be refurbished and provided with new beds and mattresses. If you 

would like to help make a difference please click here 

or email us if you would rather pay by bank transfer.   

 

 

 


